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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL 





CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., June 5, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpocx, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Murpock: It was my privilege to participate in cere- 
monies in Puerto Rico on May 26 and 27, honoring the valiant 
Sixty-fifth Regiment, composed of Puerto Ricans, whic h has made an 
outstanding record during the Korean action. 

Just prior to leaving Washington I was informed by a member of 
the staff of the Interior and Insular Affairs Committee that the com- 
mittee had received an informal complaint, through a Member of 
Congress, concerning the manner in which the campaign on the consti- 
tutional referendum was being conducted in Puerto Rico. 

My visit to Puerto Rico oce urred at the height of the campaign and 
I was able to view the happenings at first shand. 

I made it a particular point to check the conduct of the campaign 
and I found opposing groups carrying on in much the same manner 
as in any referendum on the mainland. I learned of no irregular 
practices. 

The following observations are submitted for the information of the 
committee. 

Sincerely, 
Frank T. Bow, M. C. 
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The people of Puerto Rico, our American citizens on that Carib- 
bean island, voted overwhelmingly on June 4 to accept the provisions 
of Public Law 600 of the Eighty-first Congress, under which they 
will now take steps for a constitutional convention to draft a con- 
stitution providing @# republican form of government and including a 
bill of rights for Puerto Rico 

Unofficial and incomplete returns indicate the people of Puerto 
Rico voted nearly 4 to 1 in favor of a constitution. 

It was my privilege to be in Puerto Rico during the final week of 
the campaign and to witness the manner in which the proponents 
and opponents of the proposal for a constitution carried on their 
drive for votes. 

Prior to leaving Washington I was advised that our committee had 
received an informal complaint, through a Member of Congress, pro- 
testing that the campaign was being ¢ arried on in an irregular manner 
and perhaps i in violation of some of the laws of Puerto Rico. With 
this information at hand, I made it a particular point to check into 
all phases of the campaign. I am pleased to report that I did not 
find evidence to substantiate the complaint. 

A summary of the complaint, as given me, was that 

The insular government arrested great numbers of the members 
of the Independence Party and held them in jail until the time 
for registration of voters had expired; 

Employees of the insular government were compelled to con- 
tribute to the campaign in support of the constitutional question; 

Proponents of the constitution were using insular government 
property for posters supporting the constitution and for meet- 
ings favoring the question. 


COMPLAINANT DEFENDED INSURRECTIONIST 


The “ayer reported to have originated the complaint was identi- 
fied as Dr. Gilberto Cone epe ‘i6n, who represented himself as a member 
of the ‘Loyal Opposition” Party in Puerto Rico. 

Dr. Gilberto Concepcién is the president ‘of the Independentist 
Party of Puerto Rico and has been closely connected in the past with 
the election campaigns of ex-Representative Vito Marcantonio and 
with the separatist movement carried on in the island by Pedro 
Albizu Campos and the Nationalist Party. Together with Vito 
Marcantonio, Dr. Concepcién was defense counsel for Albizu C ampos 
and the latter’s henchmen during their trial by the Government of the 
United States in 1936 for conspiring to overthrow the United States 
Government in Puerto Rico, for which they were convicted and 
served a term at the Federal penitentiary in Atlanta. Dr. Concepcién 
has been identified as a member of the legal advisory committee of 
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the International Labor Defense and has been active as a speaker and 
worker for this organization. The United States Attorney General 
has called the International Labor Defense the “legal arm of the 
Communist Party’? and a committee of Congress held it to be ‘‘one 
of the most important of the many auxiliaries or fronts of the Com- 
munist Party.” 

Dr. Concepcién has actively participated in various campaigns in 
favor of Vito Marcantonio in those sectors of Marcantonio’s district 
in which Puerto Ricans reside and for a while worked in Mr. Marcan- 
tonio’s law office in New York. 

The campaign conducted by the Independentist Party and Dr. 
Concepcién against the acceptance of Public Law 600, authorizing 
Puerto Rico to draft its own constitution, followed the same pattern 
adopted by Mr. Marcantonio in Congress when he opposed the approval 
of said act. Furthermore, an open letter from Marcantonio was 
broadcast over the radio in which he advised and urged the people 
in Puerto Rico to vote against the afore-mentioned law claiming that 
the constitution that would be drafted under its provisions would turn 
the Puerto Ricans into slaves of the Wall Street groups. In said 
letter Marcantonio called Gov. Mufioz Marin a traitor for advising 
the Puerto Ricans to vote in favor of the acceptance of the law. 

On November 1, 1950, 2 days after the October 30 uprising of the 
Nationalists and the attempt to assassinate Gov. Mufioz Marin at 
La Fortaleza, the Independentist Party passed a resolution in which 
it accused the Government of the United States as responsible for the 
uprising and expressed its deepest regard for those ‘“‘who have offered 
and are offering their lives for the cause of Puerto Rican inde- 
pendence.” 

NATIONALISTS AND COMMUNISTS ARRESTED 


Following this uprising and the attempts on the lives of President 
Truman and Gov. Mujioz Marin, 1,274 persons were held for question- 
ing all over the island. Of these, the great majority—over 75 per- 
cent—were Nationalists and Communists. The rest must have in- 
cluded members of the Independentist and other parties. After 
being questioned for a short time most of them were released and, by 
Registration Day, on November 4 and 5 only a few remained under 
custody for indictment. 

Registration day was designed for the registration only of those 
persons who had not voted on the last general elections on November 2 
1948, and for those under age who would become 21 years of age ™ 
June 4, 1951. The number of persons who registered was 157,706. 
At the last general elecfions 640,714 voted for the election of a governor 
and only 65,351 for the Independentist Party. All these persons 
who had once voted before were not required to register again in order 
to be able to vote in the forthcoming election. The number of persons 
who registered should be noted in comparison to that of the persons 
who voted in the last general elections, of which the first group repre- 
sents 25 percent. The number of persons registered has been con- 
sidered a record high for all times. 


RELEASED PRIOR TO REGISTRATION DAY 


It is an ascertained fact that not over 1,274 persons were detained 
for questioning after the uprising; that, except for a few that were 
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- detained for a short time only, most of them were released by regis- 
tration day; that a proportionately very large number of persons 
registered and that facilities were given to everybody to register. 
All members of the Independentist Party could have freely and un- 
disturbedly registered. However, the ljdependentist Party adopted 
a resolution on the night of November 1, 1950, published in the edition 
of November 3, 1950, of the newspaper El Mundo, which directed its 
members not to register on November 4 and 5, which were the days 
designated by law for the registration. 

lt can readily be seen that even if it were admitted that all the 
persons arrested were members of the Independentist Party, and 
even if it were admitted that all of them, which is highly improbable, 
were persons that had never voted before and, therefore, had to 
register in order to be a qualified elector in the forthcoming election, 
their number was too small to make any difference in the result of 
the referendum held on June 4. 


NO ENFORCED CONTRIBUTIONS 


It has been a long-established custom in Puerto Rico that members 
of the political parties contribute voluntarily to their respective 
parties and this has been the policy followed by the Popular and 
other parties. The Popular Party, however, has never enforced 
contributions and government employees are not compelled to con- 
tribute. Furthermore, property of the insular government has not 
been used during the referendum campaign. Any such use is barred 
by law. 

The referendum campaign that is being carried on is not like the 
usual political campaigns. Party emblems have not been used, and 
the most important leaders of the two opposition parties which 
demand statehood for Puerto Rico are in favor of the adoption of 
Public Law 600. 

The present campaign has been conducted above party lines, wit- 
nessed by the fact that educational and cultural institutions have had 
forums at which persons from all political parties have expressed their 
views regarding Public Law 600. Dr. Concepcién participated in one 
of these forums. 

In Puerto Rico the Governor, all the members of the senate and of 
the house of representatives, every one of the mayors of all of the 
municipalities, and all the members of the Popular Party which 
polled 392,386 votes out of the total of 640,714 in the last general 
election, as well as members of the Statehood and Socialist Parties, 
are actively campaigning in favor of the approval of Public Law 600. 
This overwhelming support might easily be misconstrued as evidence 
that the government in Puerto Rico is wie lding its power in favor of 
the adoption of said law. The same facts, however, show that any 
such misuse of the power of the government is clearly unnecessary. 


ISSUES WIDELY DISCUSSED 


For weeks the provisions of Public Law 600 were debated at public 
gatherings, in the press and by radio. Governor Mufioz-Marin spoke 
in various cities and over the insular radio network and also devoted 

regular broadcasting time to answering questions sent him by mail. 
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The question on the ballot was simply stated—being whether the 
voters wished to accept the provisions of Public Law 600. The 
referendum question appeared at the top of the ballot. Beneath this 
were two squares—the one for placing a cross if the voter was for 
the proposal and the other for a cross if the voter opposed the proposal. 

The vignette for each square had no political party significance or 
relation. The two symbols were selected and approved by the insular 
legislature. The vignette favoring the proposition was a hoe and that 
for the opposition a wheel. 

Public Law 600 appeared in full at the bottom of the ballot. 

A sample ballot, translated from the Spanish, follows: 


ELECTORAL BALLOT 
(1951) 
PRECINCT OF MOoODELO 
REFERENDUM FOR ACCEPTING OR REJECTING LAW NO. 600 OF THE EIGHTY-FIRST 


CONGRESS, FOR A CONVENTION AND CONSTITUTION, ENTITLED ““‘LAW FOR THE 
ORGANIZATION OF A CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO 








RICO’’ 
Vote in favor of accepting | | Vote against accepting Law | 
Law No. 600 of the Eighty- | No. 600 of the Eighty-first | 
first Congress | Congress 
[vignette] [vignette] 

[hoe] [wheel] 


[Pustic Law 600—S8Ist Concress] 
[CHAPTER 446—2p Session] 
[S. 3336] 
AN ACT 


To provide for the organization of a constitutional government by the people of Puerto Rico. 


Whereas the Congress of the United States by a series of enactments has pro- 
gressively recognized the right of self-government of the people of Puerto Rico; 
and 

Whereas under the terms of these congressional enactments an increasingly large 
measure of self-government has been achieved: Therefore 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, That, fully recognizing the principle of government , 

by consent, this Act is now adopted in the nature of a compact so that the people 

of Puerto Rico may organize a government pursuant to a constitution of their 
own adoption. 

Sec. 2. This Act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of Puerto Rico for 
acceptance or rejection through an island-wide referendum to be held in accordance 
with the laws of Puerto Rico. Upon the approval of this Act, by a majority of 
the voters participating in such referendum, the Legislature of Puerto Rico is 
authorized to call a constitutional convention to draft a constitution for the said 
island of Puerto Rico. The said constitution shall provide a republican form of 
government and shall include a bill of rights. 

Sec. 3. Upon adoption of the constitution by the people of Puerto Rico, the 
President of the United States is authorized to transmit such constitution to the 
Congress of the United States if he finds that such constitution conforms with 
the applicable provisions of this Act and of the Constitution of the United States. 
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Upon approval by the Congress the constitution shall become effective in 
accordance with its terms. 

Sec. 4. Except as provided in section 5 of this Act, the Act entitled ‘‘An Act 
to provide a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes”, approved 
March 2, 1917, as amended, is hereby continued in force and effect and may 
hereafter be cited as the ‘‘ Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act’’. 

Sec. 5. At such time as the constitution of Puerto Rico becomes effective, the 
following provisions of such Act of March 2, 1917, as amended, shall be deemed 
repealed: 

(1) Section 2, except the paragraph added thereto by Public Law 362, Eightieth 
Congress, first session, approved August 5, 1947. 

(2) Sections 4, 12, 12a, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 18a, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 40, 49, 49b, 50, 51, 52, 53, 56, and 57. 

(3) The last paragraph in section 37. 

(4) Section 38, except the second paragraph thereof which begins with the 
words “‘ The Interstate Commerce Act”’ and ends with the words “‘shall not apply 
in Puerto Rico’’. 

Sec. 6. All laws or parts of laws inconsistent with this Act are hereby repealed, 


Approved July 3, 1950. 


O 
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[COMMITTEE PRINT] 


REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ON 
H. R. 6 AND H. R. 7, DATED APRIL 10, 1951 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., April 10, 1941. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: I am glad to comply with your requests 
for an expression of the views of this Department on two identical 
bills (H. R. 6 and H. R. 7) to provide for research into and demonstra- 
tion of practical means for the economical production, from sea or 
other saline waters or from the atmosphere (including cloud forma- 
tions), of water suitable for agricultural, industrial, municipal, and 
other beneficial consumptive uses, and for other purposes. 

H. R. 6 and H. R. 7 are based upon several previous bills and 
amendments thereto. These include S. 1300 and H. R. 3123, Eighty- 
first Congress, which were introduced by Senator O’Mahoney and 
Congressman McKinnon, respectively; the amendments to S. 1300 
proposed on January 5, 1950, by Senator Dow ney for himself and 
Senators O’Mahoney and MeFarland, and the amendments recom- 
mended by this Department in its reports of July 7, 1949, April 12 
1950, and June 23, 1950, to the Senate Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs and in its report of April 12, 1950, to the House Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. Reference is invited to those reports for 
certain details not herein discussed. 

Enactment of H. R. 6 or H. R. 7 would authorize this Department 
to engage in necessary research to develop economically feasible 
means of producing from saline waters directly or from the atmosphere 
water which is suitable for beneficial consumptive use. 

Water shortages are acute throughout many areas of the West 
today, where many thousands of acres of irrigated land are being kept 
in production only through serious overpumping of the existing ground 
water. Pumping from ground water for irrigation in some of the 
most highly productive areas in California, Arizona, and New Mexico, 
during the past few years has been at rates far exceeding the safe 
yields as estimated by the United States Geological Survey. 

Thousands of acres of fertile western. soil await only irrigation 
water to be transformed into highly productive agricultural lands. 
With ample water for these lands, opportunities would be presented 
for expansion of our traditional American farm family way of life, 
and production of crops to feed and clothe our growimg population 
would be greatly increased. 

The fears of drought with its devastation of farm capital and income 
and its repercussions in commerce and taxation could be ameliorated 
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and perhaps removed all over the United States with discovery of 
successful ways to obtain precipitation when and where it is needed. 

Rapid increases in population in the Los Angeles, San Diego, and 
San Francisco-Oakland metropolitan areas of California, during the 
1940’s and prospective increases there during the 1950’s require an 
ever-continuing search for water. If the present emergency continues 
for long, the need for additional domestic aa industrial water supplies 
in these and some of the other western cities may well become im- 
mediate and pressing. 

‘Many eastern cities, including New York City, Norfolk, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, St. Petersburg, Tampa, Mobile, and New Orleans, as 
well as midwestern and western cities, are vulnerable to droughts; 
any sudden increase in the population or industry, such as that which 
would result from defense preparations or war, would cause serious 
water shortages in many areas. 

Many areas thronghout the Western States, because of soil char- 
acteristics, have water which is too salty, either originally or because 
of use and reuse, to be used for irrigation or for industrial and even 
domestic purposes. Such saltiness is minor compared with the con- 
centrations of ocean water. Such problems can at times be corrected 
by dilution of the water, or by leaching of soils. But to do so requires 
an abundance of fresh water generally not available for such purposes. 

Man’s search for water is the history of the world. The Bible is 
full of the importance of water to the tribes of Israel. Egypt rose and 
fell on the flow of the Nile. The Great Plains area of the United 
States rose to a peak, then came a disastrous slump from lack of water. 
Man has relied upon wells and the wells dried up; he has tried rivers, 
and the rivers dried up. Lakes and springs come and go with weather 
conditions. Few people realize the importance of water in their every- 
day lives. Water appears to be but an accomplished fact to the 
average person. But it becomes a fact only as the result of work, 
research, and vision. 

The bills before you are a step forward in man’s search. It is a 
visionary step. 

The benefits to millions of our citizens that would follow successful 
development of economically feasible means of producing, from the 
oceans and other saline waters, water of quality suitable for beneficial 
consumptive use would be incalculable. The large-scale purification 
of the salt water of oceans, either directly in conversion plants or by 
inducing precipitation of the moisture that nature herself has evapo- 
rated from the seas and transported inland, is an opportunity that 
challenges not only the imagination but the scientific resources of the 
Nation as well. Frontiers would be opened for development through- 
out the United States. 

Converting salt water to fresh water is an everyday occurrence. 
Any se -hoolboy can do it with a teakettle. The problem is how to do 
it on a large scale at reasonable cost. Already we know that by com- 
pression-distillation methods fresh water can be and is being produe ed 
for a cost of near $180 per acre-foot. The limiting factor is energy 
cost. Perhaps use of solar energy is the answer. Numerous other 
methods have been and should be studied. Some already give promise 
of water at a reasonable price. 
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Evidence is also piling up that points to the conclusion that it is 
possible, under certain conditions not completely defined as yet, to 
cause some rainfall or snowfall artificially. However, the purpose of 
governmental research to date has been confined almost entirely to 
the study of cloud modification. Except for very meager studies by 
private firms, practical rain-making to increase water supplies has 
not been an objective of research. I say this notwithstanding the 
fact that very large segments of our Western States are now under- 
going commercial cloud-seeding operations based on very scanty 
knowledge of the consequences. 

From present indications, it appears that the cost of producing rain 
or snow artificially may be remarkably low once the research and 
experimental work has been completed. It appears possible that the 
winter snow pack in certain mountainous areas might be increased in 
this way. Thus the total quantity of water available for irrigation, 
municipal water supply, and power production would also be increased. 
Much basic and applied research and field demonstration, however, 
will be needed before it can be said with complete certainty on what 
scale such operations are practicable and what the cost of the resulting 
product will be. 

In addition to the direct benefits that might accrue from increasing 
the water supply available for beneficial consumptive use, the studies 
incident thereto may well lead to knowledge which will be useful in 
controlling or ameliorating air pollution—a serious problem in some 
areas. The increased runoff from the artificially produced rain or 
show may, moreover, require changes in plans for future water-use 
projects and even in designs of dams and other works. If this addi- 
tional water is to become available, its amount and location should be 
determined at the earliest possible date as so to avoid costly alterations 
of structures now being planned and designed by the Bureau of 
Reclamation and other Federal and private organizations. It is 
possible that some modification of existing structures may also be 
necessary. 

The Weather Bureau of the Department of Commerce has for many 
years engaged in the measurement of atmospheric phenomena, the 
collection and analysis of precipitation records, and recently in the 
evaluation of techniques that have been suggested for producing 
precipitation artificially. The assistance of that agency and of all 
other organizations which have performed or are conducting research 
in this field will be sought. 

I recommend the deletion of the word “transporting” in line 8, 
page 2, of the bills. : 

The committee may wish to consider adding to paragraph (g) of 

section 2 (p. 4, line 9) a proviso along the following lines: 
Provided, That prior to conducting any operations in the air the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration shall be consulted and no such operation which, in the judgment 
of the Administration, will constitute a hazard to the safety of air traffic within 
a described area and at a specified time if conducted at a proposed place and time 
shall be conducted at that place and time. 

Your committee may also wish to add a new section between the 
present sections 2 and 3 reading as follows: 

The Secretary shall, with respect to the development of techniques for the 
production of water from the atmosphere, cooperate with the Secretary of Com- 








4 


merce to assure that the facilities and experience of the Department of Commerce 
are fully utilized. Research undertaken by the Secretary under the authority 
contained in this Act shall be coordinated or conducted jointly with the Depart- 
ment of Defense to the greatest practicable extent compatible with military and 
security limitations, to the end that research and developments under this Act 
which are primarily of a civil nature will contribute to the defense of the Nation 
and that research and developments in the same field which are primarily of a 
military nature and are conducted by the Department of Defense will be made 


available to advance the purposes of this Act and to strengthen the civil economy 
of the Nation. 


We were advised by letter dated March 20, 1950, from the Acting 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget as follows: 


I am authorized to inform you that the President desires to have the Depart- 
ment of the Interior take the leadership in necessary research, experimentation, and 
demonstration designed to develop economic means of producing from sea water 
or other saline waters, water which is suitable for agricultural, industrial, municipal 
water supply, and other beneficial consumptive uses. 

The President agrees that statutory authority for the necessary work should be 
sought and requests you to take the lead on behalf of the administration in 


recommending early enactment by the Congress of 8. 1300 with certain amend- 
ments * * *, 


All of the amendments thereafter suggested were recommended by us 
to the Public Lands Committee in connection with its consideration 
of H. R. 3123, Eighty-first Congress, to which reference has already 
been made, and are incorporated in the text of H. R. 6 and H. R. 7. 

I note, moreover, that in his letter of March 16, 1951, to Senator 
O’Mahoney, the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, after recogniz- 
ing that “‘the Departments of the Interior, Agriculture, and Commerce 
all have responsibilities and programs which may be deeply affected 
by further developments in weather control and modification,” went 
on to say: 


In the light of information obtained in recent weeks, we feel that it would be 
appropriate for the several Federal agencies concerned to continue whatever work 
they can under existing authorities and funds made available under those author- 
ities. We are of the opinion that such further work as can be justified at this time 
can be carried on under the provisions of 8. 5 as suggested for amendment by the 
Department of the Interior in its report. The authorities of that bill will permit 
full interdepartmental collaboration. 

Finally, it would seem to this office that further information on attempts to alter 
weather conditions should be collected from whatever sources are .available 
throughout the country and that such information should be presented to the 
Congress before legislative authorizations broader than those contemplated in 8. 5 
are enacted into law. 


A copy of Mr. Lawton’s letter is attached. 


I am advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection 
to transmission of this report to the Congress and that enactment of 
the proposed legislation would be in aecord with the program of the 
President. 

Sincerely yours, 
Oscar L. CHAPMAN, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
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Executive Orrice OF THE PRESIDENT, 
Bureau or THE Bupeerr, 
Washington 25, D. C., March 16, 1951. 
Hon. Josepn C. O’Manoney, 


Chairman, Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
Room 224, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator O’Manoney: This is in reply to your request 
of January 11, 1951, for the views of the Bureau of the Budget on 
S. 5, a bill to ’ provide for the extraction of potable water from sea 
water and other saline sources, and in further response to a letter of 
February 26, 1951, from Mills Astin, chief clerk of your committee, 
in which he asked that we consider S. 5 in relation to two other bills, 
5. 222 and S. 798, which would provide for the development and 
regulation of methods of weather modification and control, and of 
artificially inducing rainfall respectively. 

In his 1951 budget message, the President said: 

Experience in recent years has shown that it may not be possible to meet the 

shortages of water, which are a threat in some areas, through our extensive water 
resources program. I recommend, therefore, that the Congress enact legislation 
authorizing the initiation of research to find means of transforming salt water 
into fresh water in large volumes at economic costs. 
As there are no technical obstaces in producing fresh water from the 
sea and other saline sources, such experime ntation should continue, 
with particular attention to the whole matter of the economic feasi- 
bility of the project. Accordingly, it is the view of the Bureau of 
the Budget that authority should be provided to permit research 
into methods of extracting potable water from saline sources more 
economically than is possible under present processes. 

On the other aspects of these bills, particularly those relating to 
the artificial induction of rainfall, and weather modification and 
control, the picture is by no means as clear. The principal difficulty, 
as we understand it, appears to be that the physical processes by 
which rain is formed and precipitated are not yet understood. Some 
of the foremost scientists in this field doubt whether there is sufficient 
experimental evidence to prove that precipitation can be successfully 
induced artifically. In our present state of imperfect knowledge the 
difficulties of controlling or modifying the weather would seem to be 
so great that any Federal program should be limited to research and 
the evaluation of existing knowledge and data. At this time, there- 
fore, it would seem to us unwise, if not impossible, to attempt to 
settle the jurisdictional questions which the three bills raise. The 
Departments of the Interior, Agriculture, and Commerce all have 
responsibilities and programs which may be deeply affected by further 
developments in weather control and modification. For these 
reasons the Bureau has indicated that presentation to the committee 
of their views by all three Departments and any other interested 
agencies would be without objection from this office. 

In the light of information obtained in recent weeks, we feel that 
it would be appropriate for the several Federal agencies concerned to 
continue whatever work they can under existing authorities and funds 
made available under those authorities. We are of the opinion that 
such further work as can be justified at this time can be carried on 
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under the provisions of S. 5 as suggested for amendment by the 
Department of the Interior in its report. The authorities of that 
bill will permit full interdepartmental collaboration. 

Finally, it would seem to this office that further information on 
attempts to alter weather conditions should be collected from whatever 
sources are available throughout the country and that such informa- 
tion should be presented to the Congress before legislative author- 
izations broader than those contemplated in S. 5 are enacted into law. 

Sincerely yours, 
F. J. Lawton, Director. 


O 














